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DR MARTIN NEY

We are all travellers at heart. Travelling is a longing for life, a desire to experience the new and
enjoy a sense of wonder. Travelling to my home country guarantees all this and even more.
Though relatively small in size if compared to India, Germany offers an incredible cultural and
natural diversity and beauty that makes it an outstanding holiday destination. It does not
come as a surprise that the 2015 World Economic Forum’s Travel and Tourism Competitiveness
Index ranked Germany as one of the top-3 travel destinations in the world.
What I personally find so unique about Germany is the sheer variety: Breathtaking fairy-tale
castles like Neuschwanstein and Hohenzollern dot the countryside. More than one-third of
the landscape is covered by woodland. You can unwind in the Black Forest with its dark fir
trees, cuckoo clocks and the famous Black Forest cake. For car lovers, a visit to the high-tech
Mercedes-Benz Museum in Stuttgart or the BMW Museum in Munich is a must. Museums of art
and culture abound, where you can easily spend an entire day taking in the masterpieces on
display. The musically inclined can feast their ears on outstanding orchestras. Then, there are
fabulous carnivals in Cologne and Düsseldorf, not to forget, the Christmas markets in cozy old
towns like Rothenburg and Nuremberg, which is my birthplace. You can enjoy the mulled wine,
gingerbread and Christmas carols while surrounded by medieval monuments.
Indian tourists are very welcome in Germany, which has an open and open-minded society.
Thanks to the unrivalled transport infrastructure, they can travel fast and comfortably across
the country. Also in terms of safety and security, health and hygiene, Germany tops the global
list. And another good thing is, while in Germany, India is never too far away! Indian tourists are
bound to come across familiar sights: lots of Indian restaurants, yoga centres, Holi parties and
shops selling Bollywood movies!
Come, be our guest and make the most unforgettable memories in Germany.

“Once a year, go some place you have never been before.” — HH the Dalai Lama

DID YOU KNOW?
In 2016, Germany was ranked the
best country in the world based on
65 factors. It scored a perfect ten for
entrepreneurship.
(US News & World Report 2016)

Three of the ten most liveable cities in
the world are in Germany: Munich,
Düsseldorf and Frankfurt.

Germany has 41 UNESCO World Heritage
Sites, 38 cultural and three natural.

(Mercer’s Quality of Living Survey 2016)

(UNESCO)

The land of Bach, Wagner and
Beethoven is home to around 130
professional orchestras, 300 theatres
and 6,000 museums.

Germany is crisscrossed by 12,700
kilometres of autobahn and a rail
network of nearly 35,000 kilometres.

(Deutschland.de)

(German Missions in India)

In 2016, Indian tourists had more than
7,00,000 overnight stays in Germany.

In 2016, Forbes ranked Chancellor
Dr Angela Merkel as the most powerful
woman in the world.
Name
YOUR

NUMBER

(Forbes)

(Outlook)

There are 104 nature parks, 15 UNESCO
biosphere reserves and 16 national
parks in Germany.

Munich is the second-most punctual
airport in the world.
(CNN)

(German National Tourism Board)

Germany has more than 20,000 castles.
There are more football fan clubs in
Germany than anywhere else in the
world.

(USA Today)

(True Nomads)

The magazine Travel+Leisure India &
South Asia gave Germany the “Best
Emerging Destination” Award in 2016.
(The MediaVantage)

“If we were meant to stay in one place, we’d have roots instead of feet.” — Rachel Wolchin

GERMANY
DIVERSITY ON A PLATTER

G

ermany is a fascinating combination of modern coolness and timeless tradition. It has
something for everyone: spectacular mountains, pristine beaches and enchanting
forests for nature lovers; high-octane races and adventure sports for thrill-seekers;
vineyards and fairy-tale castles for romantics; theme parks and whacky out-ofthe-box museums for children; soul-stirring music and art for the culturally inclined;
stately palaces and rejuvenating spas for luxury seekers; and inviting food and the best beer
ever! There’s so much to see and do, you’ll wish you could extend your holiday to soak in all the
awesomeness! What’s Up, Germany? presents Germany in all its glory.

NAT UR A L BE A UT Y

You’ll be surrounded by nature the minute
you set foot in Germany. The many national
parks, palace and botanical gardens are
perfect places to unwind, soak in some
sun and let your children have a field
day! Just put on your walking shoes and
explore Germany’s breathtaking natural
landscapes. Lake Constance, Black
Forest, Röthbachfall, Königsee and
Jasmund National Park top the charts.

R ICH C U LTU RE & H I S T O R Y

The land of poets and thinkers has an age-old tradition
of literature, philosophy, music, painting and dance. Its
many museums, opera houses and palaces are a feast
for the senses. Make sure to visit the old towns to get a
feel of local culture, traditions, architecture, food and
drink. For history buffs, there’s Berlin’s Brandenburg Gate,
Cologne Cathedral, Museum Island, Potsdam and the
Imperial Roman Baths in Trier.

ACTI O N TI ME !

From skiing in the Bavarian Alps, climbing in Saxon
Switzerland National Park to water sports at KellerwaldEdersee National Park, there are many options to
get your adrenalin fix. And there’s the nightlife to
awaken the party animal in you! The action starts late
and you can shake a leg all night. Cover charges are
affordable, ranging from €5–12. Berghain, Weekend,
Tresor and Golden Gate are popular nightclubs in Berlin.

CHILD REN’S ACTIVITIES

If you're looking for a child-friendly country, look
no further. Travelling with children in Germany is
literally a walk in the park! Watch them get a thrill
of a lifetime on exciting rides in theme parks or get
whisked off to enchanted forests straight out of
the Grimm Brothers’ fairy tales.

AF F ORD AB LE

Germany is less expensive than other western European
countries. Book your hotels and flights way in advance, and
buy rail passes and city cards. You can find accommodation
for as little as €10 per night and street food starts at €1.
Also check out the many free things to do.

EASE OF TRAVELLING

You can get around without a problem
thanks to the quick, comfortable and
efficient transportation network that,
much like everything else in Germany,
runs like clockwork. Distance
is also not a problem.
Sure, German autobahns
rock, but train and bus
travel is also a breeze. When
in need, smile and ask for
directions—English works
since most Germans speak it.
Plus, it's a really safe country.

CUIS IN E & CE L EB RATIONS

Germans love to celebrate and sure know how to, especially
during Christmas! This spirit of festivity continues with the
Oktoberfest, carnivals and music festivals. There’s always
a season and reason to live it up in Germany! Food, too, is a
celebration. Treat your taste buds to pretzels, döner kebabs,
sauerkraut and schnitzel. The archetypal German snack is a
sausage with a bread roll, but vegetarian and vegan options
are easily available.
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"Of all the books in the world, the best stories are found between the pages of a passport." — Saber Ben Hassen

A TALE OF
FIVE CITIES

What’s Up, Germany? explores the unique
character of five major German cities: Berlin,
Munich, Hamburg, Frankfurt and Dresden. Let’s
begin our tour!

Berlin: Global City A trip to Germany is incomplete without Berlin. And a trip to Berlin is incomplete

without seeing the Brandenburg Gate. You’ll feel a sense of history, old-world charm and dynamism in
the capital city. Since there are plenty of other must-see places, you can opt for a hop-on, hop-off bus
tour or a walking tour, especially of the Berlin Wall. There are all kinds of walking and cycling tours—
with diverse themes such as art, architecture, history, food, coffee, beer and nightlife—that give
you a flavour of the city through a Berliner’s eyes. A worthwhile day trip from Berlin is to Potsdam.
Just 25km away, it is home to the parks and palaces of Sanssouci, the largest World Heritage
Site in Germany. If you’re looking for something unusual and want to feel like
James Bond
for a day, then add the Spy Museum to your wish list! Do check out Berlin’s
alternative
art scene, underground culture and unrivalled nightlife. This city has it
all, both
grunge and posh!
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Hamburg: Maritime City Known as the “gateway to the world”, Germany’s second-largest city is one of
the most important ports in Europe. Its sea-faring history lends it a hedonistic, wealthy and cosmopolitan
character. Situated on the Elbe River in northern Germany, the city’s many canals and lakes are a delight.
Take a cruise on the Alster Lake and check out Speicherstadt, the old warehouse district, with its
new concert hall, the Elbphilharmonie. If you’re a morning person, the famous fish market on Sundays
is something you might enjoy. There’s lots more being sold besides fish, and you can haggle
Indian style! For night owls, the exciting nightlife of Reeperbahn
is not to be missed. An option is to live up the night at
Reeperbahn and bring in a new day at the fish market!

Munich: City of Lifestyle Bavaria’s capital is where old-world beauty meets high-tech. No wonder
it’s called the city of “laptops and leather pants”! The gateway to the Alps and the site of the worldfamous Oktoberfest, Munich is one of the most friendly German cities. Its elegant architecture spans
from the medieval to the futuristic. If you’re an art lover, head to the trio of Pinakothek museums. If
you’re an FC Bayern Munich fan, the Allianz Arena tour would be right up your street! If you’re a shopaholic,
lose yourself in the many quirky boutiques, flagship stores and traditional costume shops. Intersperse your
shopping with beer and coffee breaks at the ubiquitous beer gardens and cafés. Don’t miss the chance to
have a “beery” good time at the 16th-century Hofbräuhaus!

Frankfurt: Mainhatten City Sometimes
impressive skyline or “Bankfurt” in recognition of it
this is a city of fascinating contrasts. Home to
Stock Exchange and Germany’s busiest airport,it
lovers and history buffs. Feel the clock turn back
Square in the old town or the cobblestone streets
outstanding collection of paintings at the Städel
opera, this is the city for you!

referred to as “Mainhatten” due to its
being Germany’s financial powerhouse,
the European Central Bank, the Frankfurt
is also a haven for art and architecture
as you explore the historic Römerberg
in Sachsenhausen. Don’t miss the
Museum. If you’re into theatre, ballet or

Dresden: Baroque City Saxony’s capital lies in the erstwhile German Democratic Republic. Nicknamed
“Florence on the Elbe”, Dresden is extravagantly green, making it a great city to explore on foot. Soak in
the Baroque palaces, enriching museums and temperate climate. The iconic Frauenkirche is a mustsee, especially its interiors. You can also go on lovely day trips to Saxon Switzerland and the Moritzburg
water castle. If you visit Dresden in December, you can experience its delightful Christmas markets,
which go back to 1434!

Don’t-Miss Attractions
BERLIN

HAMBURG

MUNICH

FRANKFURT

DRESDEN

Brandenburg Gate
& Reichstag Building
The Berlin Wall
Memorial & East Side
Gallery
Kurfürstendamm
Checkpoint Charlie &
The Wall Museum
Museum Island

Town Hall
Elbphilharmonie

Frauenkirche
Pinakothek museums
Residenz Palace &
English Garden
BMW Welt & Museum
Marienplatz & Town Hall

Römer & Goethe House

Frauenkirche &
Brühl’s Terrace
Semper Opera House &
Theaterplatz
Dresden Castle
Zwinger Palace
Kunsthofpassage

Harbour
State Opera House &
Alster Lake
Speicherstadt &
Miniature Wonderland

Main Tower & Eurotower
Frankfurt Cathedral
Museum Embankment
Old Opera House

“Certainly, travel is more than the seeing of sights; it is a change that goes on, deep and permanent, in the ideas of living.” — Miriam Beard
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LOVE TO LOVE GERMANY!
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Gemütlich. That’s one way of describing an important aspect of Germany—using a German word! It
conjures up all things inviting, friendly and comfortable. Indian tourists will find lots of things that’ll make
them feel at home, including Indian food! What’s Up, Germany? presents Germany through Indian eyes.
“There is something undeniably artistic about
Germany. As we walked through the dense
Black Forest with heavy clouds, we followed
the chimes of the largest cuckoo clock and
managed to get our hands on the loveliest
slice of Black Forest cake. The experience
was nothing short of magic! Germany can be
truly bewitching in a natural sort of way. We
also took leisurely strolls through Munich,
visited beautiful castles and absorbed the
Baroque and Gothic architecture, halting only
for Bratwurst along the way!”
— Shruti Bhatia, graphic designer

“To me, Berlin is one of the most exciting cities.
It combines the old and new, traditional and
modern, and has a great sense of history. Love
it more every time I visit, especially for the
Berlinale!”
— Shubhra Gupta, film critic, The Indian Express

“If there was one word to define Germany,
it would be punctuality. Everything there
moves like clockwork. I am a vegetarian,
but even then, Germany didn’ t give
me a hard time. There are many vegan
restaurants that make survival easier.”
— Anuradha Goyal, travel blogger, IndiTales

“There’s a certain charm about German
Christmas markets. You feel like you’re in a
fairy-tale land with angels and elves. Besides
the Glühwein, I tried Feuerzangenbowle, a
rum- and red wine-based drink infused with
spices. The little plum people of Nuremberg
are absolutely delicious, and the nutcracker
figurines and smoking men incense burners
are so charming. The entire atmosphere is
magical. You must try Stollen (fruit bread). As
the winters can be quite severe in Germany,
don’t forget your warm clothes and drink
plenty of Glühwein!”
— Lakshmi Sharath, travel blogger

“Germans are some of the friendliest and nicest
people I’ve met. Greeting them in German is
guaranteed to win hearts! Learn a few basic
phrases before you go. I was pleasantly
surprised that at least the metro cities are
both vegetarian- and vegan-friendly. There is
something for everyone when it comes to the
delightful food. Even if you don’t have a data
card, you’ll find Wi-Fi in a lot of public spaces,
so Google Maps is a great companion for
getting around.”
— Kaushal Karkhanis, travel blogger, Exotic Gringo

“I travelled through Hessen, a lesser-known
part of Germany, including its two national
parks, Kellerwald-Edersee and Eifel. What
really impressed me was Germany’s focus
on being all-inclusive when it comes to the
outdoors; the parks are barrier-free, enabling
everyone—from the old to the wheelchairbound, and sometimes even the visually
impaired—to experience nature, which is truly
commendable. I highly recommend travellers to
explore this side of Germany too, which goes
beyond the Oktoberfest!”

“I decided to travel across Europe during
Christmas and New Year, and my most
memorable halt was in Berlin, because
of the beautiful experience I had with the
people. Walking at night in a forest, then
climbing up Drachenberg hill, only to see
a crowd celebrating Silvester (the German
word for New Year’s Eve) and waiting for
the clock to strike 12, is something I will
never forget!”
— Divyanshi Pandey, student

“I have been to Germany twice, and I love
the feel of the place. Walking down the
streets, exploring the history, is something
I love. I know people are usually crazy about
the beers in Germany, but I think wine also
holds equal importance. You must go for a
wine tasting at a cellar.”
— Roxanne Bamboat, food & travel blogger,
The Tiny Taster

— Shikha Tripathi, travel journalist

“Travelling—it leaves you speechless, then turns you into a storyteller.” — Ibn Battuta

Germany has lots of fun activities for children and the
young at heart. There’s so much to see and do, you
won’t be poring over your mobile phone (or Handy, as the
Germans call it) any time soon! What’s Up, Germany? has
put together some entertaining family-oriented options
for you.

FA M I LY FUN
Theme Parks

Europa-Park, Phantasialand, Serengeti Park, Legoland, Heide Park, Dinosaur Park. Pick any of them for
a mind-blowing family adventure with wild rides, water slides and flight simulators. In fairy-tale forests
and haunted houses, you’ll get whisked off to a land of gnomes, princesses, puppets and pirates! Most
parks have trains to help you get around. Make sure to ask for money-saving family tickets.

Miniature Wonderland

Located in Hamburg, it is the world’s largest miniature railway world. You’ll get transported into
realistic miniature versions of Hamburg, the Harz Mountains, Austria, Switzerland, America,
Scandinavia and the fictitious town of Knuffingen. The most interesting part is the
computer-controlled airport with a fleet of 40 airplanes that actually land and take off! The
more you explore this wonderland, the more fascinating it gets.

Zugspitze
If nature is what you’re looking for, look no further! Head to the
top of the highest mountain peak in Germany where you’ll be
treated to an impressive 360° panoramic view. With the entire
country at your feet, this is the ideal setting for a family selfie
or some adrenalin-pumping sledding in the snow!

Toy Museum
Step into this museum in Nuremberg and you’ll be
transported back in time. There are over 85,000 old
toys comprising of cars, trains, dolls and lots more
from the World War II era.

Markets
Germans love to hang out in open-air fairs and markets. They
have seasonal wine fairs, flea markets, farmers’ markets, medieval
markets, and the most famous of them all, Christmas markets!
Browse through the many happy Christmas markets with colourful
booths lining the streets, selling traditional goodies and local
food. Children can hop onto brightly lit merry-go-rounds while the
adults beat the cold with glühwein!

Cuisine
There are ten Michelin three-star restaurants in Germany, making it the second-most decorated country in the world.
When it comes to street food, you’ll be spoilt for choice. The omnipresent sausage—in all its 1,500 avatars—makes
its presence felt in every city, town and village. Dig into delicious döner kebabs, schnitzel, sauerbraten, potato salad,
sauerkraut, spätzle, pretzel, local specialties and Black Forest cake. It’s not for nothing that Germany is called the king
of kuchen (cake)! Having coffee and cake is a much-loved German pastime. Make a quick fun trip to the Deutsches
Currywurst Museum in Berlin. If you want to stick to Indian food, there are more than 1,600 Indian restaurants in the
major cities. Berlin alone has over 300 vegetarian and 30 vegan restaurants!

SHOP HOPPING! WHAT’S UP, GERMANY? GIVES YOU SOME COOL SHOPPING IDEAS:
Piece of the Berlin Wall
Wooden nutcracker & smoking men figurines
Cuckoo whistle & clock
Hummel figurine
Beer mug
Kölnisch Wasser (Eau de Cologne)
Painted candle holder & wax picture

Mechanical pencil
Porcelain pieces
Steiff stuffed toys & teddy bears
Dralle hand soap
Beer garden street sign
Chocolates (Ritter Sport, Milka & Hachez)
Haribo gummy bears

Cheese
Jägermeister
Schnapps
Riesling, Sekt or Spätburgunder wine
Berlin’s Ampelmann souvenirs
Frankfurt’s Bembel (wine pitcher)
Lübeck’s marzipan & nougat
Solingen’s cutlery

“We travel not to escape life, but for life not to escape us.” — Anonymous

LOVE IS IN THE AIR!
Winding through southern Germany, the Romantic
Road dates back to the 1950s. This 350km stretch
between Würzburg and Füssen covers an artistic
tapestry of idyllic landscapes, quaint medieval towns,
plush vineyards, culminating at Neuschwanstein
Castle, the inspiration behind Disneyland’s Cinderella
Castle. It celebrates the beauty and cultural and
historical richness of Germany. You’ll get to see halftimbered houses, Baroque palaces, Rococo churches,
Romanesque cathedrals and the majestic Alps. And
you’ll get to try delicious local dishes and world-class
wines along the way! Just hop onto a bus or rent a
car. Either way, this romantic trail is sure to leave you
spellbound! What’s Up, Germany? recommends driving
independently. That way you can stop wherever you
like and for as long as you like!

Hamburg

Hamburg

Mapping the Romantic Road
Würzburg
Bad Mergentheim
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Images from Colourbox: Cologne, Moselle Valley, Füssen, Munich, Rothenburg ob der
Tauber, Dinkelsbühl, Hamburg, Berlin, Lübeck
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Image of the Zugspitze: Andreas Lang

Füssen

Lübeck

THE MORE THE MERRIER!
Rügen Island
Stralsund

Lübeck

Berlin

What’s Up, Germany? has cherry-picked some top
destinations in Germany and mapped out an exclusive
route just for you! Travel this trail and you’ll cover
some of the best tourist attractions Germany has to
offer: big city monuments, tree-studded mountains,
towering cliffs, dreamy castles, pristine beaches, posh
spas, cozy taverns, heady wineries and lots more.
You’ll definitely take back tonnes of happy memories,
each different from the other (super for your Instagram
feed!). Here’s What’s Up, Germany? ’s Diversity Route.

Mapping the Diversity Route
Berlin
Dresden

rg
Berlin

Saxon Switzerland
Regensburg
Munich
Black Forest & Baden-Baden
Heidelberg

Dresden

Frankfurt
Dresden

Trier

Saxon Switzerland

Koblenz
Cologne
Hamburg
Saxon
Switzerland

Lübeck
Stralsund

Würzburg

Rügen Island

theim
nburg ob der Rothenburg ob der
er
Tauber
Dinkelsbühl

Dinkelsbühl

Regensburg

Nördlingen
Harburg
Augsburg
Munich

Munich

el
Schwangau

Images from the German National Tourism Board (DZT): Koblenz © DZT/ Horst Goebel; Trier
© DZT/Ernst Wrba; Black Forest © DZT/Baden-Württemberg Tourismus Marketing GmbH;
Heidelberg © DZT/Andrew Cowin; Augsburg © DZT/Regio Augsburg Tourismus GmbH;
Würzburg © DZT/Ernst Wrba; Frankfurt © DZT/Jochen Keute; Dresden © DZT/Karol Werner;
Saxon Switzerland © DZT/Dirk Fellenberg; Shwangau © DZT/Jim McDonald
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Map not to scale.
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“One’s destination is never a place, but a new way of seeing things.” – Henry Miller

HISTORY

A SLICE OF

Germany has lived through many avatars: first, as the Holy Roman Empire, then as a region in Central Europe that was
regarded as constituting Germany, even though there was no central German state anymore; later, as an established
German state from 1871–1945, until it was divided into two parts: East and West Germany; and as united Germany
after the Fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. What's Up, Germany? has hand-picked some outstanding sites that have stood
witness to Germany’s rich history. Each one has its own story to tell. Listen quietly, and you’ll hear it.

BRANDENBURG GATE
Designed by Carl Gotthard Langhans in a Romanesque style in the late 1700s, the
Brandenburg Gate is Berlin’s most famous landmark. Though originally meant to be a symbol
of peace, it was appropriated by the Nazi Party. Later, the gate became a symbol of the Cold
War. It was also the focal point of many politically charged rallies and speeches, including
JFK’s famous “Ich bin ein Berliner” speech. With the unification of Germany in 1990, the gate
finally became the positive symbol it was intended to be.

BERLIN WALL
Once a 140km-long concrete barrier enclosing West Berlin, this “iron curtain” built in
1961 kept families and loved ones apart. It was brought down on 9th November 1989
and only a few segments remain today. The largest remaining section of the wall—a
1.3km-long stretch—is now an open air museum called East Side Gallery, which has
exquisite murals celebrating the human spirit. There’s a replica of Checkpoint Charlie,
the erstwhile crossing point between East and West Berlin, and a small museum nearby.

REICHSTAG BUILDING
A trip to Berlin would be incomplete without a visit to the seat of the German
parliament. Its glass dome signifies transparency in governance. There are free
guided tours of the dome and the rooftop terrace, but make sure to book in advance.

MUSEUM ISLAND
History buffs may never want to leave this island with its five museums housing
treasures spanning 6,000 years of history: Pergamon Museum, Bode Museum,
Neues Museum, Alte Nationalgalerie and Altes Museum. Buy the Berlin Museum
Pass to get access to all the museums in the city for three whole days! You can
hop across to the impressive 20th-century cathedral nearby, the Berliner Dom.
That is, if you have the energy!

TRIER’S ROMAN MONUMENTS
Germany’s oldest city, Trier, has nine UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Among them
are the beautifully preserved ruins of a 4th-century Roman public bath complex,
the amphitheatre and Porta Nigra, the only surviving city gate.

HEIDELBERG CASTLE
Built over a period of three centuries, different styles can be seen in different parts of
this castle, including Gothic and Renaissance elements. Its cellar houses the world’s
largest wine barrel, which can hold up to 2,20,000 litres of wine! Heidelberg city itself
dates back to the 12th century and is home to the oldest university in Germany.
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LÜBECK
Founded in 1143, this city with its brick Gothic architecture and narrow lanes
has retained its medieval ambience. Don’t miss the town hall, Holsten Gate and
St Mary’s Church.
“We travel,some of us forever, to seek other places, other lives, other souls.” — Anais Nin

B

The Best of

erlin
Home to people from 184 nations, Berlin is one of the most cosmopolitan
capitals in the world. There’s so much to see and do, you’ll be spoilt
for choice. What’s Up, Germany? gives you the various faces of
Berlin, from offbeat to classical, glamorous to grunge, historical to
whimsical. Get ready to fall in love with this energetic city!

Image : Colourbox

Historical Photo Ops
Do what tourists do best: visit
landmarks, take a tour and pose
for selfies! Soak in history at the
Brandenburg Gate, Berlin Wall
Memorial and Checkpoint Charlie;
capture the sweeping views from
the Reichstag dome and the TV
tower; pay your respects at the
Holocaust Memorial; get a feel of
Berlin’s medieval past at Nicholai
Quarter; and ride up Europe’s
fastest elevator in Potsdamer Platz.
Art Attack!
Berlin’s canvas is rich and heady.
Just about everywhere you look,
there’s street art on display, at
subway stations, traffic signals and
old buildings. The open-air East
Side Gallery is a must-stop. Among
the 440 art galleries in Berlin,
the Hamburger Bahnhof Museum
deserves a special mention for its
contemporary art collection.
Hip & Happy in Berlin!
Experience the city’s legendary
club culture. With more than 200
venues, you’ll definitely find your
kind of rhythm. Shake a leg and
feel the pulsating energy all night!
The edgiest clubs are located in
offbeat places like abandoned
buildings or transformer stations in
Friedrichshain-Kreuzberg. If you want
variety on a budget, try SANDEMANs
NEW Berlin Pub Crawl. You’ll get VIP
entry to four bars and a club for just
€12 per person!

BERLIN INSIDER TIPS
1. Tempelhofer Feld: This
former airfield is now used as a
recreational area to fly kites, ride
bikes, rollerblade and barbecue!

Museum Musings
Berlin is packed with 175 museums!
There are five outstanding ones on
Museum Island that house treasures
from the Stone Age to the 19 th
century. Plus, there are more than
ten museums in the city which are
free of cost, not to mention certain
days when even ticketed museums
waive their entry fee.

2. Park Inn by Radisson: Get
your adrenalin fix by base flying
(extreme bungee jumping!) at the
tallest hotel in Berlin.

Green Respite
There are more than 2,500 parks and
gardens in Berlin. Tiergarten is by far
the most popular park among Berliners.
One of the largest city parks in the
world, it has its own zoo, beer garden
and café. It’s a great place for a picnic
and the perfect break after hectic
sightseeing!

4. Monster Kabinett: This art
gallery-cum-haunted house with
mechanical robot monsters is not
for the fainthearted!

Buy! Buy!

6. Mauerpark: Every Sunday
thousands of people gather to
enjoy performances at the free
Bearpit Karaoke.

Kurfürstendamm, or Ku’damm, as
it ’s affectionately called, is the
city’s shopping district. You’ll get
just about everything here, be it
designer stores or fashion outlets.
This is where KaDeWe (Kaufhaus des
Westens), Europe’s second-largest
department store, is located.

3. Victoria Versicherung: The
Victoria Insurance building with
its beautiful hidden courtyard and
astronomical clock gives you a
glimpse of what Berlin looked like
before World War II.

5. Berliner Unterwelten’s Tours:
These informative guided tours
will take you through escape
tunnels, air raid shelters and
bunkers.

Food Crawl
Discover new tastes the fun way
at Berlin’s street food markets.
You can enjoy all kinds of food
from all over the world, besides
typical German specialties. Bite
Club, Thai Park and Markthalle Neun
are popular markets. If you get
a craving for Indian food, try Chai
Wallahs’ chicken tikka naanwich. It’s
wunderbar!

“Berlin is poor, but sexy!” — Klaus Wowereit
Image: Colourbox

NEED FOR SPEED
Germany is one of the largest automobile manufacturers. Who hasn’t heard of the world’s most popular and respected
“Made in Germany” car brands like Volkswagen, Porsche, Mercedes-Benz, Audi and BMW? It’s no surprise that the
country is also home to four of the finest motoring museums: the state-of-the-art Audi, BMW, Mercedes-Benz and
Porsche museums. They form a “golden triangle” that can easily be covered in a couple of days. Innovation, style and
engineering excellence is on display, so prepare to be amazed!

What’s Up, Germany?
zips through these
car museums that
are sure to thrill
car enthusiasts!

1.5 KM
WC

BMW Museum, Munich:
Located next to the
BMW Tower, this museum
traces the history of this
classy brand. On display
are 120 cars, motorcycles
and engines, including the
company’s first car, the Dixi.
Don’t miss the riveting tour at
the nearby BMW factory.
A u d i ’s M u s e u m M o b i l e ,
I n g o l s t a d t , B a v a r i a : This
museum, with its historical
exhibits, tells the story of Audi. A
highlight: the paternoster lift that
displays 14 cars in constant motion.
Mercedes-Benz Museum, Stuttgart:
Displaying both vintage and modern
vehicles, this collection is a veritable
timeline of Mercedes’ history and of 130
years of the automobile. The world’s first
petrol-powered motorcar can be seen here!
Porsche Museum, Stuttgart: This futuristic
museum showcases 80 vehicles from the early
20th century to the present.
Autostadt, Wolfsburg: Just a one-hour train
ride from Berlin, the Volkswagen complex, with
its glass-and-steel buildings, houses a huge
museum, restaurants, shops, driving tracks and the
Volkswagen factory—the largest auto plant in the
world. A highlight: the glass elevator that takes you to
the Car Tower.
Auto & Technik Museum, Sinsheim: A private
museum that houses 260 cars as well as airplanes and
motorcycles. It even has its own IMAX 3D cinema!

600 m

What’s Up, Germany?
presents some fun and
quirky things to do for
speed demons and
adrenalin junkies!

1. Rent a car and
experience the vroom of a
German car on an autobahn.
These highways practically
have no speed limits!
2. Drive a 34-tonne Sovietera tank at the Panzer
Fun Fahrschule, Germany’s
playground for men near Berlin.
They even let you crush old cars!

120

3. Keen to conquer the skies? Spend
an afternoon at Happy Landings, a
flight simulation centre in Frankfurt.
4. Always wanted to ride a dirt bike?
Book an off-road park in Germany and
just hit the trail! All you need is a license,
sturdy shoes and lots of energy!
5. Try parasailing or paragliding at one of the
many schools. It’s sure to give you a kick!
6. If you’re into black comedy, head straight to
the Hamburg Dungeon! You’ll laugh and scream
as you journey across 600 years of the city’s
murky past through gripping storytelling with live
actors, exciting rides and special effects.
7. Get behind the wheel at Germany’s most famous
racetrack, Nürburgring. This 1,50,000-capacity
motorsports complex in Nürburg features a Grand Prix
racetrack. Keep your stopwatch handy!
8. If you’re a diehard biker, Germany’s 10,000km
Motorbike Route will give you the chance to experience
curvy circuits, biker gatherings and dedicated motorcycle
museums.

Technic Museum, Speyer: This is where you can see
vintage cars, motorcycles, fire trucks, a jumbo jet and a
submarine in one place!

“There is no end to the adventures we can have if only we seek them with our eyes open.” — Jawaharlal Nehru
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EVENTFUL GERMANY!

No matter what time of the year you visit Germany, you’ll find some event or
festival taking place. It’s an endless celebration! There are concerts, carnivals,
art exhibitions, book fairs, beer and food festivals all year round! What’s Up,
Germany? helps you create your itinerary with a quick run-through of festivals
and events from April 2017 to March 2018.
7 April–1 May Thuringia Bach Festival: a classical music concert
16–17 April Easter Sunday & Monday
21 April–7 May Spring Festival, Munich: “the little Oktoberfest”
28–30 April Gallery Weekend Berlin: a contemporary art event
30 April Walpurgis Night: a traditional spring festival
5–7 May Hamburg Port Anniversary
6 May Long Night of Music, Munich
24 May–5 June Weindorf Wine Festival, Würzburg
2–4 June Rock in the Ring, Nürburg: Germany’s largest rock festival
2–5 June Carnival of Cultures, Berlin
9–18 June Bach Festival, Leipzig
21 June Fête de la Musique, Berlin
21 June–16 July Tollwood Summer Festival, Munich
24 June Long Night of Sciences, Berlin
24 June–21 July Munich Opera Festival
4–7 July Berlin Fashion Week
6–11 July Freiburg Wine Festival
15 July Holi Festival of Colours, Berlin
4–6 August International Berlin Beer Festival
19 August Potsdam Palace Night
25–27 August Museum Embankment Festival, Frankfurt
26 August Long Night of Museums, Berlin
30 August–8 September Rheingau Wine Festival, Frankfurt
1–3 September Bread & Butter, Berlin: a fashion and lifestyle event
1–3 September Imperial Festival, Rothenburg ob der Tauber
6–16 September International Literature Festival, Berlin
7–10 September Festival-Medieval, Selb, Bavaria
16 September–3 October Oktoberfest, Munich
3 October Day of German Unity Celebrations, Berlin
5–14 October Filmfest, Hamburg
6–15 October Festival of Lights, Berlin
11–15 October Frankfurt Book Fair: the world’s largest book fair
2–5 November Jazzfest Berlin
1–24 December Christmas markets
31 December Silvester (New Year’s Eve)

“Travelling is the longing for life.” — Kurt Tucholsky

MARCH

15–25 February Berlinale:
international film festival
8–14 February Karneval: carnival
season, Cologne and Düsseldorf

FEBRUARY

JANUARY 2018

DECEMBER

NOVEMBER

OCTOBER

SEPTEMBER

AUGUST

JULY

JUNE

MAY

APRIL 2017

28 January Nature One Winterworld,
Karlsruhe: an electronic music festival

10–25 March
Spring Fun Fair,
Würzburg
Important: Please doublecheck the dates, as there
may be last-minute changes.

SURVIVAL KIT
What’s Up, Germany? has put together some super helpful tips
you can use while holidaying in Germany!

1
3
4
6
7
8
10

If you’re planning a holiday in
Germany, apply for a visa as
early as possible (up to three
months before your planned
departure date).

2

Make sure to carry a universal
power adapter. You don’t
want your phone to run out
of battery just when you’re
uploading your vacation pics!

Cash rules in Germany. It’ll be
difficult to sail through your
trip with just plastic.

TripList: Create packing and to-do
lists so you don’t forget to carry
essentials, especially while travelling
with children.
Google Translate: No need to carry a
bulky dictionary when you have this
translator handy. It even works offline.
Localscope: Based on your location
and interest, it finds places that are
right up your street!

5

Mom Maps: Find child-friendly places
and family fun areas while travelling.
Remember to carry your
passport and ID card all the
time. If you have a student
ID, you can get a discount
at some museums and
landmarks.

XE Currency: This currency converter
really comes in handy while shopping!
HappyCow: Locates vegetarian and
vegan food outlets near you.

Don’t wait to be seated at
restaurants. Walk right up to
the table of your choice and
have a seat.

Put up your thumb to
indicate that you want to
order one beer.

You’ll have to pay for water
in restaurants. Asking for
tap water is a no-no, so
fill up your water bottle
at your hotel. Yes, it’s
perfectly safe to drink!
Never cross a street when
the Ampelmännchen
or little traffic man at
pedestrian crossings is
red!

9

Language Hacks to Get By!
While being introduced to
someone, make sure to
shake the person’s hand,
including children.

Do you have vegetarian food?
Haben Sie vegetarisches Essen?
(Hah-ben zee veh-gueh-taa-ri-shes Ess-sen?)

I’d like... please.
Ich möchte bitte...
(Ish mosh-teh bittuh...)

11
12
13
14
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Get your health insurance
sorted out before you leave,
since healthcare is expensive
in Germany.

Helpful Apps on the Go!

Don’t let your car’s fuel
tank reach empty. It’s an
offence to run out of fuel on
autobahns.

The bill, please!
Die Rechnung, bitte!
(Dee Resh-noong, bittuh!)

Do you accept credit cards?
Nehmen Sie Kreditkarten?
(Nay-mun Zee Kray-deet-car-ten?)

How much does this cost?
Wie viel kostet das?
Dial 112 to contact
emergency services (police,
fire, ambulance).

(Vee feel kos-tet duss?)

To the train station/airport, please.
Zum Bahnhof/Flughafen, bitte.
(Tsoom Barn-hof/Floog-haa-fen, bittuh.)

Sunday is observed as
Ruhetag or quiet day, so
most stores remain shut!

In what direction is...?
In welcher Richtung ist...?

(In welsh-uh Rish-toong ist...?)

I’ve lost my bag.
PICNIC
Ich habe meine Tasche verloren.
AHEAD

(Ish hah-be my-nuh Taa-schuh fair-lor-en.)

You can get a 19% VAT
refund on shopping when
you leave the country. Just
make sure the items are
unused and you have the
receipts!

Where is...?
Wo ist...?
(Voh ist...?)

I don’t understand.
Ich verstehe nicht.
(Ish fair-shtay-uh nisht.)

“The world is a book, and those who do not travel read only one page.” — St Augustine
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GERMAN HOLIDAY QUIZ
MA

1
2

Read the Indo-German mag with swag and take a shot at this quiz.
You can win What’s Up, Germany? coffee mugs!
Which museum has a laser
obstacle course?

3
4 56
7
8109
• Spy Museum, Berlin
• BMW Museum, Munich
• Museum Island, Berlin

When can you play Holi in Germany?

• February
• July/August
• December

How many years did it take
to complete the Cologne
Cathedral?
•2
• 632
• 30

In which abandoned airport in
Germany can you barbecue?
• Berlin Tempelhof Airport
• Cologne Butzweilerhof
Airport
• Munich-Riem Airport

WIN
COOL
COFFEE
UGS!
MUGS!

How many federal states
does Germany have?
• 11
•4
• 16

Which Bollywood movie was
shot in Germany?

During which traditional
German festival are cows
decorated?

• Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara
• Dil to Pagal Hai
• Rock On!!

• Oktoberfest
• Easter
• Almabtrieb

When does the
Oktoberfest take place?

What does “Wie viel kostet das?”
mean?

• August
• September
• October

• How much does this cost?
• Can you scratch my back?
• Where can I hide?

What is Germany’s most popular
street food besides sausages?
• Döner kebab
• Momos
• Tacos
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